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W O R D S 

R A C H A E L  T A Y L O R

Chip o�  
the old block
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FROM ENAMELLING TO INTRICATE FILIGREE 
AND DETAILED STONE CARVING, THESE 

NEW JEWELS HAVE EACH BEEN CREATED 
USING ANCIENT TECHNIQUES  

1. KIMBERLY MCDONALD  
These antique hand-carved 
turquoise Buddhas were 
given a new lease of life 
after being discovered by the 
American jewellery designer, 
who has seated them inside 
contemporary yellow gold and 
diamond earrings. 

2. JACQUELINE CULLEN  
Granulation – a 5,000-year-old 
jewellery technique that uses 
tiny dots of precious metal – 
decorates these earrings, with 
each sphere of yellow gold set 
with a champagne diamond. 
The gold contrasts against 
black rounds of Whitby Jet, a 
British gemstone made popular 
in the Victorian era by Queen 
Victoria herself. 

3. ILGIZ FAZULZYANOV  
This Russian jeweller is a 
master of traditional jewellery 
crafts and this gold, diamond, 
sapphire and opal Dragonfl ies 
necklace, which was created  
using the ancient skill of 
lost-wax casting, shows off 
his expertise in traditional 
plique-à-jour enamelling. This 
technique allows light to pass 
through the enamel to create 
a stained-glass effect.  

4. ARABEL LEBRUSAN  
Filigree is an ancient form 
of metalwork that can be 
traced back to 2500BC. It 
is created by twisting and 
hand-forming incredibly thin 
threads of precious metal to 
make intricate, often repeating, 
patterns, as shown in this 
elaborate Victoriana bangle 
crafted in recycled silver.     
 
5. ALICE CICOLINI  
The intricate leaf pattern on 
this 22ct yellow gold and pink 
amethyst ring, inspired by a 
jewel from the Maharaja of 
Jodhpur’s private collection, 
was hand painted by one of 
the last Jaipur meenakari. 
These artists are trained in the 
enamel traditions of Persia, 
which have been passed down 
through their families for more 
than 200 years. 

6. MARCO BICEGO  
The renowned Italian jeweller 
has developed a strong 
signature style with solid gold 
designs etched with hundreds 
of fi ne lines; the effect of which 
is beautifully demonstrated 
in these Lunaria earrings. 
This time-consuming hand-
engraving process is called 
Bulino and calls for a traditional 
goldsmithing tool of the same 
name.  
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